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Embraced by Gen Z and Netflix, Julio 
Iglesias pines for love

The ‘best-known Spaniard of the 20th century after Dali and 
Picasso’ has been taken for granted by the world, his biographer 

says

new

Resplendent in white trousers in 2004, Julio Iglesias offered the world a window 
into Spanish love ballads
HARRY LANGDON/GETTY IMAGES

Isambard Wilkinson, Madrid
Tuesday March 18 2025, 6.35pm GMT, The Times
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F
eted by presidents, befriended by a king and bedded by
thousands of women, the singer Julio Iglesias may not
appear to be in need of affection.

However, a new biography of the crooner, which has rocketed to
third place in Spain’s bestseller list, argues just that, saying that
he has been taken for granted, his reputation blemished by
cultural snobbery.

Ignacio Peyró, author of El Espanol que enamoro al mundo (The
Spaniard who seduced the world), hopes the book will help to
“look at Iglesias afresh and purge any cultural complex” about
the singer.

• What I’ve learnt: Julio Iglesias

“For Spaniards he is a figure like the Queen who has
accompanied us throughout our lives, mirroring our modern
history, but he turned 80 last year and he won’t be around
forever,” Peyró told The Times. “It is time to appreciate him
before it’s too late.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Peyró — who has written acclaimed memoirs steeped in Spanish
culture and identity — charts the rise of Iglesias, whose career
as a goalkeeper for Real Madrid’s youth team was thwarted by a
car accident, to becoming the first Latino to achieve global
fame.

“By the 1980s he had stopped a penalty from [football great
Alfredo] Di Stéfano, had been a friend of Reagan and the
Clintons … had sung with Parton and Sinatra … and even been
named father of the year by an American family association,”
said Peyro. “He is the most well-known Spaniard of the 20th
century after Dali and Picasso.”

-5% -5% -5% -5% -5%

PREVIOUS ARTICLE NEXT ARTICLE

18/3/25, 20:15 Embraced by Gen Z and Netflix, Julio Iglesias pines for love

https://www.thetimes.com/article/287c9e90-782d-4d7e-8e60-c5ce21986a19 2/10

https://www.thetimes.com/article/what-ive-learnt-julio-iglesias-zhs7nn8sq
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=aRoW5qG2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NxlFfdVYu3b2ZJjj7JCVqQD70J7VN2Wh1gHqvn3675zyzCWIA6YVyh69S0m7qsegz6mKGUjhQMmYSnJls2O0F-JVNvRwrcVHygZkWZD346wxkiwpoP-j_iSEogVGgJK_h5MNmX6rf-eFGBB4LovNMZHFUT2frrbVYdG5uh2QriUIqDsBm1OJJu1Jm0Pn1Pe7kIbc2RPAx1hy-PfIWj9IeEuMSah6biAz9is_0eZfF3ljnL6-t7RbkPCPYhWZtk9T6AQ8qKjCPawxZo2-J4vpd6PippPDISwxv_HbLQxhQErrk5k-Mp2De62JyN0-4jt-b9oj8ueoAoCn5CmusRxWpTEafSTOLYYGS0Nub5kU9j3T6IokiAmr2xth7aln7H4cOeOXZ-35wHECTNmCe6lsBIGb4eRzyxbZS3BU6ccpcqWyd5aPTdAmAHkPIjayoLEQQu1fzHo5gUfTMKoqWzp3Ovg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3D9LcQRNYKAABZ3RYewjSLWw
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=dPOD6aG2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NF3rlB6cQZk2G5j39BrMBiDSbkL-9FdVM4yyBr5ikEGUMyUtHSf5uL1wZplNLorO6ieXOl8eSsmUXK-LUKgh7F_IQQ_-G34HpZ71iQREIlfGz25fuAqqkgSXb-k2mPkZtzbZx30fZ64IaHmJB30ewXBphVQGjSaWji1AeC6I5RHc1WlCEl1muBh20LqCCHxidFltNXvQW1BT6otDO3w5rTV-zoxb9LuGxu_1bCxoTYYXQTza5BQG56H7X5bvdsJ3K7pizmytIh0zvH06wrmRqeT0NyYGn8mM50k0ettu82ics19TlXoEjvLYoc5ThA6xxj6an3XhSZ8CfiCh7berIWaGoO5JVdVf_vJbxLqd5f1nlyYTDryVLtBQi2DoCBKXBqjWUIjKvwzS-zKy--yrxAyjnH6X0iEPmhfkIsGQz0Z2DVSLaPm-cm0JovS_Rjw4eI3XxxTn1KRyKV1iAZKSnMKTD0RREjAJjGlKsA9CohO8&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2Flibro-el-espanol-que-enamoro-al-mundo%2F9788419089861%2F16554733%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3DS8POetYKAACyxQqbTHtXEw
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=yMB5sKG2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NnnQZgyNGgLZw222EcBUUpPQhooHCQrEanIAaLdvvJOOCOSz5ISIhuQ2vPb2ZPcRS-ECcyBfPSJW_yBzKhyW_-3CDcIG5XS9iBU2wecvpCmEYWvVy3cl704Pw9qkIljdn8SUpLEBKAd9boLz4uIdCB7T2_XyzSmoo3CweHBO9KlAQSFZaa2NyjFwfRthHmQrXGdvNj5yQJRAOqANEFYSgTchM-ZopjnMiqBy7ZCl-H74TROivho-GreXminAKJk-EAQQ58d0ixvRBTGnqR1CpO7ugA7US64luFDLbdAYwVBCP0HQ1A4aOLb3yH7D0Vj6nVi_dh6POqVqicIG2LARqH0lp8DzGDZ7qtDQuAK-ahmgeNg_NTqoUgvF_cIMScnR-Nq2FNNflBCu8t6wrwAu0LZz6QL648tQXFbFIWOrPjHIDJq2DK59aT1PL-Q18xkQUjWdP2Kz-tcxZNm4uvXm_i3PUG-zUviCv7cIJC3Diw58&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2Flibro-david-bowie%2F9788419499271%2F13287365%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3D_adPwdYKAADVa3GTUFfXvw
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=QzHtpKG2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NdYTJvMB_T0RuMsecNqxJ_aYDnsOFy1o2N1NEMaMyedglSDHWLvQdGvQMOv6EDB9-XI2Mpe73Wsgg5AftB-HTqQ0--6-VkOET-jQWq9iOWTU87lr6xJpfVgOcOvHPFFT6WJFd__Npl-ys_desFPsxIP9WCOalJsXJwEsIB7SAN10H1gLl5dyU3Ay1fBEM7K9XJbCAaiGJe9J-s6NTcXeUHJY6lAUqSDOoTNxEop9xSboEndmKds8t67vU_RWZi4xSO0XTGI1EW9Wv7aV-Vy7UDyV0uqdjDus-1cL-AotECbYKjIZzwzCPb3mVzLm8bSrWKN40mz22D-anoQxYsBTRFSOoebysu3WsZU6g38rFb5eS9m_LwNUJIDUeknaCmSRd6bOyqXwK4CuwDb2VqczJKo7nL-kxSKqaxKZzdoqqaAetaAMiE6qRM6FUj41Dh6LzIRnJAp5yXKLK6jtEjzTOskTVryHHtyq5Bph-UIcqV04&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2Flibro-mafia%2F9788419319098%2F13213078%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3DLtmEptYKAAASV33qYKo2OA
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=SOSuyaG2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NQ8B9ss6EkRKnJIMwhVWYvhFrmM-3NBRmbciSZnzX0xMQSciVhHU4Ebo4_OUxTi05EyALaXI-xr05L2N8B7-rsrsR3_sCW5MefQoKMT7kh2Kwls3nVH0HCg241FQG4GAzvODbqm18TvbnE8PZ1Nj_nqk7wza22tGlGZm0yWJPQDnSGKX_TXDf5Ta3IdZW2nh-xixM6HDotwcl1yXmpbYibG-1D9hy8vFJa_A7sDaJyVvxFRNVpny7mgBkZPjfGwtvUcSAnBfIlL-FrS9HnEb4jOR_bz0y-K3hKH0RK-ZL1oIMy3HkggBQZ1IExdXlNvrKJJuNWESmMvYOjhnVyEg-oJ_UrFl9e9AAJagGgGYS29tw0bF_lrVQEkRGfdrNBsSDHvPUx3STKv2-KKL3pMJB_WQ40fEsnVvh_cl0kIyHfiJ5n1OSUyd_IvyickxetPHPHk8BX1LYpxcVHNouZoIh_DP4aVhvrA7dVvaju1li8hA&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2Flibro-juan-belmonte-matador-de-toros-su-vida-y-sus-hazanas%2F9788420609751%2F2050823%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3DvxoT59YKAADyEs1bZ8m_Jg
https://cat.nl3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Zq5oi6G2uJ2ui0YSuCcSL98GNx0psEfAP1nMUnBSY51RxTYyRi_umlk5j_yGbV76NHwE8LynEFvHn37YV7x50bUjozzOXw5YIf8KTG1B8gXjMB4h9B9TnIu4R_TiOvUJZTrouAVdNftR57ZyQ-XgWR2ZkSqtcMVdFusO8_w_r79P6U7NMnX1YhF9BtMtzYD-tUWBVYH5zlcU4VEAH7YSUHj_E_-mwvd2lwjTQbpyMsWbr4_xHTMbQM3cnK-QmpEooKZH8WCJYz4gRGp8ViewpCoKG7x_9H3bsHdqn1QxrZtL1lpM_77_wL-hRfnMtpcuCXeR-thmIRJFrYwFdWxZO09hiZO7kjO86rds4r9V4pDOQvGWygpbH1uFfBkV2n9Up1hzIH3lrQ2RaBKMfZBhGovagHTHe5yjvEax-gLEPnIcAq8T9QjDbDPVTuDp9pxpc8BZJHKkhkJmniSyhv-Cp-eC55biVOVtdUhowgoqcfnbawy6KxkBJMZJYvyuynJTGElifSu_ahbKBVGBtZ23DrjTLdvJ2J66iC3RtQyId1IvhbGis7Go0mSLmApdLc0BzVxZ73cCwthaTb37odiG4HUARD9R-8VshPco972h7e1Jgv_iQ1YoBdlzbAHF874qs6DvtEbAtZoc0wyAY0YDLXC0e64&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casadellibro.com%2Flibro-la-lucha-por-barcelona-clase-cultura-y-conflicto-1898-1937%2F9788420647272%2F1019503%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_nueva%26utm_id%3D129046%26cto_pld%3DVhJpMdYKAACyzj5J21RH5w
https://www.thetimes.com/us/news-today/article/illegal-abortion-houston-law-texas-th7znmlqz
https://www.thetimes.com/world/europe/article/paris-police-use-tear-gas-to-evict-migrants-occupying-theatre-0pmsrs9nr


His fame is without end. Augusto Pinochet, the Chilean dictator,
used his music to torture political prisoners and in 1977, El Pais
reported that his life was endangered by excessively
enthusiastic female fans.

Netflix is filming a series about his life and he has a legion of
Gen Z youths among his followers. “In the final furlong of his
life, postmodern irony has also rewarded him with the supreme
form of immortality: to convert him into a meme,” Peyró said.

The book’s thesis is that Iglesias is an unlikely star. “He is not
that talented a singer and does not have extraordinary looks,
unlike say Tom Jones,” Peyró said. “Iglesias, like so many
Spanish products, like Don Quixote or paella, should not work,
but miraculously they stand up and turn out to be brilliant.”

Netflix is filming a series about Iglesias’s life
PARAS GRIFFIN/GETTY IMAGES

Iglesias, right, was feted by King Juan Carlos of Spain, left
GIANNI FERRARI/COVER/GETTY IMAGES
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ADVERTISEMENT

The book tells how aged 19, he was almost killed in a car
accident that left him paralysed. It took him two years to learn
to walk again. “My hands didn’t have much strength so I was
given a guitar to help me regain movement in them,” he later
said. “ I started making little simple harmonies, then simple
songs. I learnt to play and became a singer: a bad singer! Now?
I’m not so bad.”
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Iglesias’s occasional modesty about his looks did not dampen the affections of 
the thousands of women rumoured to have had sex with him
THIERRY ORBAN/GETTY IMAGES
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The story of how a man wearing white trousers, a bronze tan
and the look of “a guy absolutely satisfied to be in his own skin”
conquered the world, echoes the rise of modern Spain.

His first public performance was in The Airport pub in 1965 in
Cambridge, where his father, a doctor and official during the
regime of Francisco Franco, had sent him to learn English. Soon
he was playing in Benidorm where his father’s links to the
regime helped him to overcome censors’ objections to his song,
of which the title La Vida Sigue Igual (Life Goes on the Same),
may have been deemed to be a comment on Franco’s long rule.

But it was Iglesias’s profile in Spain’s much-lauded transition to
democracy after Franco’s death in 1975 that has seared him into
the country’s consciousness. “Iglesias accompanied us when he
sang on the first electoral night in Spain’s modern democracy
[in 1981] and announced the first divorce, after he separated
from Isabel Preysler [in 1978],” said Peyro.

In 1981 his Begin the Beguine was the first single not in English
to sell over a million copies worldwide. He was a regular at the
Royal Albert Hall. The Queen Mother asked him to sing Begin
the Beguine as it reminded her of George VI and wept during

The singer with his first wife, Isabel Preysler whom he divorced in 1979, and their 
children Chabeli and Julio Jose
UNITED ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES
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the concert. The peak of his fame took him to live in the US,
where Newsweek called him “the most popular singer in the
world”.

ADVERTISEMENT

He formed a close friendship with King Juan Carlos. “As is
custom in the Spanish aristocracy, Don Juan Carlos is a man
notably uncomfortable faced with abstract intelligence … both
shared spiritual interests centred on wine and titis [chicks],”
Peyró wrote in the biography.

Although an estimated 3,000 women “have passed through his
life or at least his bed”, according to his former manager, and he
is sexually what Peyro delicately calls a “pioneer of fusion”, he
was “heartbroken” when his marriage to Preysler ended. Other
family problems emerged when his son Enrique produced his
first record without forewarning him, which he regarded as a
treasonous act.
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From left: Iglesias, President Ronald Reagan and his wife Nancy, and the singers 
Andy Williams and Leslie Uggams
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But it was Julio’s father, also Julio, who was “the love of his life”.
Julio Sr suffered on his son’s account when he spent 19 days in a
makeshift jail as a kidnap victim of the Basque terrorist group
ETA in 1982 before being freed by police. “I was kidnapped by
idiots,” he said later.

Although a right-winger, Iglesias’s ability to win friends on both
sides of the political divide makes him a figure who recalls a
less polarised Spain. “He could campaign for [conservative
former prime minister José Maria] Aznar without stopping
publicly admiring Felipe [González Márquez, the former
Socialist prime minister] … and he was the only cultural
expression of right-wing Madrid able to transcend all classes,”
Peyró wrote.

And in spite of his vanity about his virility, on occasion he is
given to fits of modesty. When a journalist asked him if he
thought he was a sex symbol, he lifted his trouser bottoms to
reveal thin shins and said: “When I look at myself in the
morning, no.”
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